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Where is It? The 202 acre parcel is in the historic 

center of town just across from the Squire Tarbox 

Inn, the Old Town Hall and Church. 

Westport Island Coastal Initiative - What is It? 

The ñInitiativeò is a cooperative 

undertaking of the townôs Conser-

vation Commission with the Trust 

for Public Lands (TPL) and two 

area land trusts to provide for the 

acquisition and conservation of a 

202 acre coastal property on West-

port Island by the town. 
  
If successfully acquired, the prop-

erty will be owned by the Town of 

Westport Island, with an easement 

held by a local land trust.  Grants 

and donations will fund 95% of 

the cost. The land will be main-

tained as undeveloped open space 

for the enjoyment of residents and 

visitors for traditional recreation 

such as hiking, biking, hunting, 

fishing, boating, snowmobiling, 

cross country skiing, skating and 

wildlife viewing. 
 

With over 2,400 feet of frontage 

on the Sheepscot River, the prop-

erty will provide public coastal 

access, including a carry-in boat 

launch and build on ongoing ef-

forts to protect water quality and 

critical habitats in the Sheepscot 

and Kennebec estuaries. 
 

The property features a significant 

wetland and pond complex, sur-

rounded by unfragmented forest.  

The catchment is an important 

ground water recharge area, pro-

tecting drinking water quality and 

quantity for many island residents.  

Subject Parcel 

Conservation of this property will also protect important water-

fowl and wading bird habitat, while also providing permanent 

recreational access for current and future generations. 
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Q. Why does the town want to buy this proper-

ty now? 
 

A. Rarely does an opportunity present itself to 

provide a large block of undeveloped land for tra-

ditional recreation and groundwater protection 

benefiting residents for generations to come. The 

seller has recently reduced the asking price in an 

effort to keep it undeveloped.  The Trust for Pub-

lic Lands, recognizing the high value of the natu-

ral resources offered on the land, signed an 18-

month option agreement, to prevent sale for de-

velopment and allow enough time to secure fund-

ing.  A plan was developed to seek grant funds 

and donations to cover 95% of the cost of the pro-

ject.  With this plan in place, the Conservation 

About our Partners: 
 

Trust for Public Lands (TPL) -  
TPL is a national nonprofit that conserves land 

for people to enjoy as parks, gardens, historic 

sites, rural lands, and other natural places, en-

suring livable communities for generations to 

come. TPL is the go-to organization for com-

munities seeking to protect special places and 

create close-to home parks.  As of 2011, TPL 

has protected 134,500 acres across 66 projects 

in the state of Maine. Nationwide, since 1972, 

TPL has completed more than 4,250 park and 

conservation projects in communities. 

Kennebec Estuary Land Trust 

(KELT) - KELT is committed to conserv-
ing land and wildlife habitat of the Lower 

Kennebec and Sheepscot River estuaries. KELT 

is a community based membership organization 

serving the towns of Arrowsic, Bath, West 

Bath, Georgetown, Westport Island and Wool-

wich. KELT has been conserving land in the 

mid-coast region since 1989 and has helped 

protect 18,000 acres over the past 20 years. 

KELT currently owns 700 acres and holds 18 

conservation easements. Included are Westport 

Islandôs popular 68 acre Bonyun Preserve and 

the Bailey Point easement. 
Sheepscot Valley Conservation 

Association (SVCA)- Established in 
1969, SVCA is a non-profit land trust and advo-

cacy group of 550 member families. The Sheep-

scot Watershed encompasses 320 square miles 

in mid-coast Maine. SVCA currently protects 

more than 3,540 acres through purchases and 

conservation easements. This includes over 15 

miles of Sheepscot River frontage. 

Commission hopes the voters will agree to sup-

port this exceptional opportunity to provide for 

our future. 
 

Last Summerôs Open Space survey of residents 

overwhelmingly found that we should protect our 

water resources (100%), preserve our forest land 

for recreation (91%) and protect our scenic areas 

(85%).This project meets all those goals. Should 

we miss the opportunity, the opportunity will be 

likely gone forever. Thru TPLôs energetic project 

leadership, the seller has granted an 18-month 

option, a funding and management plan has been 

drafted, two competitive grant applications have 

been submitted, project endorsements have been 

granted from numerous state and local organiza-

tions - and the next step is your vote.   
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Q. What makes this property important to the 

town?  

 

A. Westport Island open space has declined rap-

idly over the last 25 years.  As development con-

tinues, upon recovery of the real estate market 

and retirement of ñBaby Boomersò, the surge of 

building on Westport Island will resume.  This 

property is the largest undeveloped parcel re-

maining on our island, and represents an oppor-

tunity to preserve the Westport Island our long 

term residents remember from their youth.  Today 

publicly available town owned open space land is 

limited to the 7.5 acres at Clough Point and the 2 

acres at Ferry Landing.  In addition, Kennebec 

Estuary Land Trust has 68 acres, the Bonyun Pre-

serve, available for public access with some limi-

tations.  This acquisition will add 202 acres of 

land fully accessible by the public for conserva-

tion and traditional recreation purposes.  

Once the real estate market recovers, will the next 40 years see the growth rate we saw in the last 40? 

 
Parcel 


